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Over the last couple of years the state of Israel and Israeli society at large have been under both
internal and international pressure, aimed at altering the State of Israel's image and values.
The leaders of these efforts are composed of dozens of foreign funded organizations and
associations operating under the guise of 'Human Rights Groups'. They operate out in the field,
in the media, in the courts, in the Knesset and Government Ministries, in the international
media and with foreign governments. Some operate openly, others choose to operate covertly.
After observing that the State of Israel is struggling to cope with the growing influence of these
organizations, we decided to put an end to our silence, to stand up and make a change. We
started to investigate.

We began a long, and often dangerous journey, with limited resources, armed primarily with
the faith in the virtue of our goals.
We established 'AD KAN- Young Israelis for Israel' a few years ago, to investigate these
organization's activities in depth, from within.
During the past couple of years, we have been working from within these organizations through
various means in order to expose the truth.

This study was carried out by the research department in "AD KAN - Young Israelis for Israel".
A big thanks to our operatives working in the field, endangering themselves time and again to
help uncover the truth.

© All rights reserved, 'Ad Kan — Young Israelis for Israel’, Registered Association 580615987

Po Box 4002 Ariel, Zip Code 4070009. Phone number: 02-5828188

Organizations Website: https://en.adkan.org.il/

Contact Info: info@adkan.org.il

Cover Photo: Activist from ‘Combatants for Peace’ writing slogans with fire on the security fence,
from the organizations fakebook page.

July 2020.
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— Executive Summery

‘Combatants for Peace' is a radical left-wing organization, founded in 2006 by Israelis and
formerly convicted Palestinian terrorists, who claim to oppose the occupation and violence.
The organization consists of both Jews and Arabs with many roles manned by a Palestinian
and corresponding Israeli, in addition several committees are composed by both Jews and
Arabs and divided by geographic regions.

Avner Vishnitzer, one of the founders of the organization who while serving in the reserves
in the IDF refused to serve in Judea and Samaria, said the organization was established after
a group of Fatah and Tanzim activists from the Bethlehem area invited him and his friends
to a series of meetings in Beit Jala. The organization was founded following these meetings.

The organization holds meetings and joint activities, including protesting the security fence
and Jewish communities in Judea and Samaria. Their main events include a joint memorial
service for Israelis and Palestinians, held on Israel’s national Memorial Day for fallen IDF
soldiers and victims of terror attacks, with freed Palestinian terrorists and their families in
attendance. Additional activities include meetings between Palestinians and Israelis intended
for the public and for youth in both high schools and pre army programs.

This study is based on personal correspondences between members of the organization
over the past decade, giving an authentic glimpse "behind the scenes” of the organization’s
activities, discussions, updates and coordination. This glimpse provides us the ability to
examine the true attitudes and goals of the organization and its members, not through
the organization’s inauthentic official publications. These correspondences also reveal the
organization's modus operandi as recorded in real time throughout their events.

The evidence revealed in this study indicates that the organization maintains correspondence
and cooperation with the Palestinian Authority, the Palestinian ‘Shin Bet’ counterpart, with
the "Palestinian Popular Committees” responsible for hostilities against the IDF, and more.
This collaboration has spawned joint projects that serve the interests and strategy of the
Palestinian Authority against Israel, even gaining the support of foreign countries.

‘Combatants for peace’ has worked extensively to obtain official approval from Palestinian
Authority President, Abu Mazen, for their activities to not be considered normalization
(z-ks” - "normalization” in Arabic) with Israel, actions which are forbidden and inacceptable
according to the PA. The approval is necessary to enable the Palestinians to take part in the
organization’s activities and to allow the organization to operate freely in the PA controlled
areas. Over the years, the organization’s activists have been interrogated by the Palestinian
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Security Forces on the grounds of promoting normalization with Israel, claiming that their
activities serve Israel’s goals. All the while the organization struggles to prove that its purpose
is merely to ‘resist” the occupation rather than create coexistence and normalization between
the sides.

As of 2019, the organization no longer defines itself as a peace or human's rights movement,
but as an organization which “resists the occupation”.

The organization's management in 2019 characterized their goals as: “A movement that will
lead to the end of the occupation through resistance, change of attitude within the population,
and the creation of a bi-national community. We want to increase and expand our influence
on both the national and international level, with the ultimate goal of ending the occupation.”
The organization’s activists held a meeting in 2014 with General Ziad HaBarah, head of the
Palestinian Preventive Security Force (parallel to the Israeli Shin Bet), an intelligence body
aimed both atthe Palestinian and Israeli population. By the end of the meetingit was concluded
that "the appreciation for the movement and their methods were expressed sincerely” by the
head of Preventive Security.

The organization requested to coordinate with the Preventive Security, and as a result one of
the main activists in the organization over the years is Raad Alhadar, who as well as serving
as a member of ‘Combatants for Peace’, serves on active duty as a Lieutenant Colonel in the
Preventive Security. Al Hadar was also responsible for the Palestinian side of the organization,
including responsibility over the issues of Palestinian entry permits for the organization’s
activities in Israel and for the escort of Palestinian activists in the organization’s regional
groups.

Inside correspondence indicates that over the years, the organization's views have become
more extreme. Some of these views are stated clearly while others are stated publicly yet in
ambiguous and misleading ways, while some of the internal correspondences have uncovered
clear radical approaches within the organization.

For example, the organization is openly supportive of the Palestinians’ right of return to
Israel's borders. In addition, over the years, activists from the organization do not refrain from
breaking the law (for example by assisting the entry of illegal immigrants), as they regard
violations of the law a legitimate tool in their efforts.

Despite the organization’s objection to violence, it seems to be a subjective objection. For
example, at one of the organization’s seminar, activists discussed the possibility of shaping
public opinion in Israel and establishing the perception that throwing stones is not a violent
crime, rather a legitimate "non-violent” resistance, an attitude that already exists in the
Palestinian Authority.



In addition, ‘Combatants for Peace' supports teens refusal to serve in the military and
encourage noncompliance, all the while making sure that this view is not made public
to prevent tarnishing the organization's image. One of the important areas in which the
organization invests its resources is meetings with educators and students in preparation
for recruitment to the IDF. The organization fears its support for refusal to serve will be made
public, as it maintains an information and lecture system among pre-military preparatory
students and, if their views were made public, its entry into these educational institutions
may very well be banned.

The organization is also a player in the international arena, guiding foreign diplomats to
maintain international pressure on Israel. They do this by maintaining contact with foreign
diplomats and leaders from around the world, with the intention of “ending the occupation”.

In June 2018, the organization’s activists were reportedly attempting to get Supreme Court
judges accused of war crimes at the International Court of Justice in Hague, due to rulings
made in Israel regarding Palestinian eviction orders in the Jordan Valley.

On May 12, 2020, a letter from ‘Combatants for Peace's’ lawyer was sent to the Knesset
members warning them against voting for the annexation of Judea and Samaria to the State
of Israel, claiming that it may bring them to trial in the International Court in Hague for serious
crimes under international law and international sanctions against them personally. In the
letter, members of the movement threaten Knesset members that they will be personally
harmed if they vote for the annexation, detailing how former leaders around the world have
been criminally prosecuted in their country or at the International Court of Justice in Hague
for their actions even when supported by the Americans.

In reference to a letter sent by Suleiman Khatib, one of the Palestinian leaders of “Combatants
for Peace” wrote:

" We issue a warning to the Israeli leadership and make it clear that reckless and dangerous
moves such as annexing the territories will have a heavy price that each and every Knesset
member who votes in favor of the process may bear personally. A decision in favor of
annexation would violate my human rights together with that of every Palestinian, and would
create a reality of an apartheid. So this is a first step on the way to fighting against the wishes
of Netanyahu and Trump to ‘flare up' the area, and it will be joined by widespread Palestinian
protests - which will not agree to any dispossession and annexation, and will not accept any
solution other than peace.”

In other words, not only does the organization personally threaten members of the Knesset,
it also threatens Israel with Palestinian violence.
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As stated above, in 2019, the organization made a strategic decision that it is a “resistance
to the occupation” and not a "human'’s rights” or a “peace” organization. This fits in well with
other facts detailed in the full study, indicating that the organization serves the Palestinians’
goals and even conveys them to the Israeli public.

From comparisons between inside correspondences between the organization's official
reports to the association’s registrar of its annual financial statements we unearthed what
may be illegal activity. A suspicion of false reports regarding employees’ salaries and ongoing
lack of reporting of the organization’s use of cash and non-registration expenses arose, in
defiance of what is required by law.




—The Organization’s Strategic Documents —

‘Combatants forPeace’strategicdocuments reveal that the goals of the organization contradict
themselves. On the one hand, ‘Combatants for Peace’ claim that they are working to achieve
peace and nonviolence, and on the other hand to “"end the occupation”, when occupation in
their definition is not necessarily a result of the Six Day War but the result of the War of
Independence. This clearly denies the State of Israel’s right to exist.

For example, the ‘Combatants for Peace’ strategic document for 2015" states that the
movement wants to create a day to mark "the Nakba" corresponding with the Israeli
Independence Day, similar to its activity on the Israeli Palestinian Memorial Day.

The goal of the movement in this document is: "Ending the Occupation and Establishing
a Palestinian State, based on the 1967 Borders [or other just solutions to be negotiated],
which will exist in peace and cooperation with the State of Israel.”

In the 2019° strategy documents, the overall goal of the movement was changed and was
defined as "the end of the occupation”. The terms "human rights” or “peace” are not included
in the goals of the movement, nor do they appear in the strategic document.

‘Combatants for peace”is defined in these documents as “a movement that aims for the end
of the occupation through resistance, altering public conception and creating a bi-national
community. We want to increase and expand our influence on both the national and the
international level, with the supreme goal of ending the occupation.”

It also stated that "the movement stands on three legs - international community life,
resistance to the occupation and the violence, and a change of public conception. We see
the resistance effort as the driver of the other two and would like to empower it in 2019."
In the summary of a year-end board meeting held in January 2019, it was stated 3
that the movements leading projects are "My Nakba" and “The Israeli Election Project.”

1 File:Ver2, Strategic Document- Combatants for Peace, summary — 12.8.2015
2 Work Plan in light of the organization’s new strategy
3 File:Strategic Plan for 2019




— Normalization, Resistance and Ties to
the Palestinian Authority

'‘Combatants for Peace’ presents itself as a joint organization for Jews and Palestinians.
As a result, the organization contends with the Palestinian’s fear of “normalization” with
Israel, i.e activities designed to promote peace and coexistence between Israelis and
Palestinians, while limiting the ‘resistance” and the Palestinians daily struggle with the
Israeli "occupation”.”

As aresult in June 2013 a meeting was held® between members of the inner circle in
"Combatants for Peace”, after Avner Vishnitzer, one of the founders, updated those
attending that the movement entered the "black list”, composed of pro normalization
organizations. This measure was pushed for by ISM at the BDS conference in Bethlehem.
Vishnitzer said that the BDS movement and anti-normalization factors are increasing and
that Palestinian activists of “Combatants for Peace” have been the targets of attacks on
social media platforms.

Reports from the Groups

Michal, Tel Aviv— Nablus: since the Gaza war there was a kind of deadlock which starts to be

released. Also Muhanad takes a more active role. Now the building of the garden in Yanun starts on

the ground. Some could see it as normalization. Regarding projects like the garden one should always

ask: what's the benefit and what the price is.

For example, you can see in a video® posted by "Combatants for Peace” on 27/12/18 where
the organization’s activist Nizia Ramaha (i-\, 4;3) from the village of Jilzon, explain why he
joined the organization.

He chose to join "Combatants for Peace” over other organizations because it is a ‘resistance
organization” and not a "normalization” organization.

4 See for example Rami Elchanan's article —'who is fearful of normalization?
https://www.vediot.co.il/articles/0,7340, -5038393,00.html

5 File: Re_normalization, BDS, and other factors affecting our surroundings
6 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1883353435120230



https://www.yediot.co.il/articles/0%2C7340%2CL-5038393%2C00.html%20
https://www.facebook.com/watch/%3Fv%3D1883353435120230

"People might think that this is an organization that deals with normalization, but what | saw
as an activist in this organization is that most of its activists are liberated prisoners, young
people who are struggling, the struggle is at the core of the organization,” Ramah said. "Even
the Israelis in the peace-support organization oppose the occupation and oppose serving the
occupation ... support a Palestinian state whose capital is Jerusalem.”

It should be noted that Ramaha himself was sentenced to 21 years in prison for committing
terrorist attacks but was released in the Oslo Accords in 1994 after serving only eight and a
half years in prison. He said that after his time in prison, he realized that the Palestinian goals
could be achieved not only through "armed struggle” but through other means.
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As part of the attempts to prove that ‘Combatants for Peace' are not a normalization
organization, strong ties to the PA are apparent, such as a meeting with Muhammad al
Madani - the head of the Interaction with Israeli's Committee, meetings with Preventive
Security leaders, joint activity with the governor of Bethlehem and the "Popular Resistance
Committees”, a meeting with Palestinian President Abu Mazen, and more.
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As part of the efforts described above, Palestinians and Israelis from ‘Combatants for Peace’
participated in a meeting with Abu Mazen on 28/5/14 .7

At the meeting in Ramallah, activists gave Abu Mazen a certificate of recognition with the
organization’'s emblem, the PLO flag and the Temple Mount image and the al-Agqsa mosque
were printed. The certificate read: "To the head of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas
Abu Mazen, we appreciate your efforts for an equitable peace.”

W with ) besk wishes

The gift given to Abu Mazen by 'Combatants for Peace’. May 2014

Uri Ben Asa, the Israeli CEO of the organization, noted in the meeting summaries
that Abu Mazen was asked about normalization, and replied that “the joint
activity of Israelis and Palestinians in promoting peace — is not normalization 8
and it should be encouraged.”

7 File: RE_Report from Abu Mazen's meeting — google groups
8 Originally — 'tatbiya’

1



Ben Asa added that this poses an opportunity for the organization, and he believes the
Palestinians, with their connections, “should take initiative and put out an official notice from
the PA that our activity is not considered ‘normalization” and the PA supports it.”

Ben Asa noted that it is worthwhile to do so through Raad Alhadar, a senior Palestinian
Preventive Security Officer who is also a senior activist in the ‘Combatants for Peace”, who
took part in the meeting.

In addition, on September 15% 2014, members of “Combatants for Peace” held a meeting °
with the head of the Palestinian Preventive Security'™ (equivalent to the Israeli Shin Bet)
Ziad Habirah, and with Mohammed Al Madani - the chief of staff for Interaction with Israelis
Committee in the Palestinian Authority.

These meetings were organized by Raad Alhadar, who was characterized in the meeting's
summary as ‘a new/ veteran member who is now in charge of the Palestinian groups, who
instills a positive attitude within the movement.” In fact, Raad is a senior officer of the
rank of lieutenant colonel in the Palestinian Preventive Security, responsible at the time,
according to information that we received, for the gathering of information from Israeli peace
organizations.

The meetings were attended by the activists: Raad Alhadar, Suleiman Khatib, Muhammad,
Nur Shahada, and Mohand, Avner Vishnitzer, Chen Alon, Itamar, Meital and Uri Ben Asa.

"The main purpose of the meeting was to make sure the Palestinian Authority identify us
as a desirable movement whose activities are welcomed and not considered normalization.”
That's what was written in the summary's conclusion.

"We all felt that the goal was fully achieved. We met with Ziad Oblarih - the head of the
Intelligence in the Preventive Security, and then with Muhammad al Madani - the head of the
Interaction with the Israelis Committee (and member of the PLO Executive Committee), and
with Dr. Fatih Darvish - who is a member of the team as well CEO of Tawasul.

In the meeting they agreed on the cooperation between the PA and the Combatants for Peace
on two main issues: ‘Stopping the intention to build the E2 settlement (in the Efrat settlement
in Gush Etzion) and regarding the event on the eve of Memorial Day”

"They expressed great appreciation for our activity and are ready to talk about assisting us
on issues that still need to be developed. We all left the meeting with a feeling that a really
important step had been made”.

9 File: RE_Report — Very important meeting with the PA—9.16.2014

10 The Palestinian Preventive Security (‘Alman Aluka'i) Is the Palestinian security apparatus, which serves as a Palestinian
counterpart to the Israeli Shin Bet. The unit collects information and they run agents within the Palestinian and Israeli
population, and even within the IDF. For example: https://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/1.821702
https://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/1.821891
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The cooperation that was agreed upon with the Palestinian Authorty in E2 (Campaign
Nahala) was indeed initiated, and the person who coordinated the activity from “Combatants
for Peace” was Hillel Bardine.”

This collaboration included joint activities with the Governor of Bethlehem, the Bethlehem
People's Committees and members of the Palestinian Ministry of Barriers and Settlements,
in order to prevent construction in the northern neighborhoods of Efrat, which is south of
Jerusalem.

From: cfp-all-groups@googlegroups.com [mailto:cfp...@googlegroups.com] On Behalf OF assaf
yacobovitz

Sent: Wednesday, Gctober 08, 2014 12:56 AM
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On February 2016, Mohammed Awida, Palestinian Coordinator of Combatants for Peace,
announced that Palestinian President Abu Mazen wanted to meet with Combatants for
Peace again.™

11 https.//www.facebook.com/cforpeace/posts/8639305619753066
12 File:RE_Update — Combatants for Peace 1
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One of the reactions to the proposal was a suggestion made by Uri Zarir'® that while
tightening the relations with Abu Mazen, the movement’s activists would organize a strike
by Arab businesses beyond the Green Line, or protest for the release of the assassin Marwan
Barghouti who was sentenced to five life sentences for his responsibility in terror attacks in
which many Israeli's were murdered.
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— The connection to the Preventive Security and Raad
Alhadar's role in linking the two organizations

The Palestinian Preventive Security is equivalent to the Israeli Shin Bet, and it acts as an
espionage and intelligence gathering body within the Palestinian population and against the
Israeli population.

The materials revealed that the Preventive Security maintains contacts with activists from
‘Combatants for Peace’, at times monitoring their activities, and they occasionally have
conversations with Palestinian activists from within ‘Combatants for Peace'.

Inan attempt toavoid labeling the organization as a normalization organization, on September
15™ 2014, members of the ‘Combatants for Peace” met with the Palestinian Preventive
Security Minister, Ziad Habayarh.

The meetings were organized by Raad Alhadar, who was described in the summary of the
meeting written by Uri Ben Asa, as "a new/ veteran member who is now in charge of the
Palestinian groups, who instills a positive attitude within the movement.” Alhadar, as will be
explained below, is a Palestinian Preventive Security officer with the rank comparable to a
Lieutenant Colonel.

The meeting was attended by General A-Reich, Raad Alhadar, Suleiman Khatib, Muhammad,
Nur Shahada, Vemohand, Avner Vishnitzer, Chen Alon, Itamar, Meital and Uri Ben Asa.

“The main purpose of the meeting was to get the Palestinian Authority to recognize us as a
desirable movement whose activities are welcomed and not considered 'normalization’, the
summary concluded. "We all felt that the goal was fully achieved” and "the appreciation for
the movement and their actions were duly noted.”

14 File: RE_Report-a very important meeting in the Palestinian authority- 16.9.2014




__Palestinian “Shin Bet" officer in active service - one —
of the founders of the "Combatants for Peace”

Raed Elhadar'™ (Abu Mahmud) is a Palestinian Preventive Security Officer with a rank similar
to that of a Lieutenant Colonel, and he is also one of the founders of ‘Combatants for Peace'.’®

On October 19, Ad Kan exposed the fact that he was a Palestinian Preventive Security Officer
while serving a dual role as a so called ‘peace activist'.

"Combatants for Peace” tried to prevents our revelation of this information.

Raed Elhadar is a convicted terrorist who after spending a year as a fugitive, served three
years in the Israeli prisons for attemptin to build a bomb, at least this is what was told by
Elhadar himself in one of the organization's meetings in 2007:"

nd for a year I was wanted by
the Israeli army for my activities

And then | was arrested,
and served a 3 year sentence in jail.

15 Raed's contact details: Facebook profile: https://www.facebook.com/raed.alhadar email: raedhadar@yahoo.com
phone number: 053-2854910

16 https//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340, -3238245,00.htm
17 https://voutu.be/8ljasqiExkc



raedhadar%40yahoo.com
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0%2C7340%2CL-3238245%2C00.html
https://youtu.be/8IjasqiExkc

‘Combatants Against Peace’ Ad Kan

Report o

When hewasyounger, Elhadarjoined the Fatah Movement,
wherein he committed terrorist activities such as stone
throwing, tire burning, throwing Molotov cocktails and
more.

With the establishment of the Palestinian Authority in
the 1990s, Elhadar began working in the Palestinian
Interior Ministry and then in the Palestinian Preventive
Security, where he currently serves as a Lieutenant-
Colonel.”™®In April 2015, Elhadar completed a Preventive
Security Commanders Course.

Elhadar, who was Born in Yata (Hebron region) in 1972,
currently lives in Ramallah.

Seen on the left; Elhadar dressed in the Palestinian

preventive security uniform, 31/12/2018.°

Above Left: Raed Elhadar (in a red striped tie) at the closing ceremony of the Preventive Security Commanders

Course, wearing a scarf on his neck with the symbol of the Preventive Security, April 17,2015.%°

Above Right: Picture of the Preventive Security Commanders Course graduates on April 2015. Raed Elhadar
seen standing first from the right.

18 _https:.//www.justvision.org/portrait/849/interview
19 https:.//www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=101570111101330698set=a.101522965831143069&type=3
20 https://www.facebook.com/raed.alhadar/posts/10153231130428069

19
e


%20https://www.justvision.org/portrait/849/interview
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php%3Ffbid%3D10157011110133069%26set%3Da.10152296581143069%26type%3D3
https://www.facebook.com/raed.alhadar/posts/10153231130428069
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A photo of the graduates of the Preventive Security officers’ course in April 2015. Raed Alhdar - standing
fourth from the left.

Al-Dahar (top row, sixth from left) with General Ziad Hab-Elriah (fifth from left) head of Palestinian Preventive
Security, at the graduation ceremony on April 2015.



‘Combatants Against Peace

Report

Raad Alhadar holding a Certificate of Completion of Preventive Security Commanders Course, April 2015
(Alhadar seen in bottom right).
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Alhadar,who was one of the founders of ‘Combatants for Peace’ when the organization started
operating in 2006,”" served in key positions in the organization until 2018, and participated
in the organization’s activities in Israel and abroad on a regular basis.?? He was sent to the
organization as part of his role in the Preventive Security, in order to closely monitor Israeli-
Palestinian ties, similar to other Preventive Security personnel sent to participate in other
Israeli-Palestinian peace organizations.

For example, Elhadar can be found in pictures posted by ‘Combatants for Peace’ on its
Facebook page, participating in the organization’s activities:

Demonstration by “Combatants for Peace” in support of Ahad Tamimi, the Palestinian girl
arrested after hitting an officer and an IDF soldier in the village Nabi Salah. (Elhadar seen
standing first from left, Neta Hazan stands seventh from left, Posted on January 13,2018 )%:

Rami Ben-Ari
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21 _http://afcfp.org/speakers/raed-al-hadar/
22 https://youtu.be/zEu02m2N79U, https://www.facebook.com/raed.alhadar
23 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156977135968496&set=a.127363598495&type=38&permPage=1
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Ra'ad Alhadar in a ‘Combatants for Peace’ activity held at the Tzmud’ camp in southern

Hebron on May 26, 2017:%
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On March 26, 2017, Neta Hazan and Rad Alhadar participated in the festival —

‘A

Matter of act night 2017' held in the Netherlands, on behalf of ‘Combatants for Peace'®

WELCOME T0 THE

2017

AMNESTY ﬁ
INTERMATIONAL <}~
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24 https://www.facebook.com/CombatantsforPeace/photos/a.1042899439176277/1042909819175244
25 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10154389334516711&set=a.10152207538496711&type=3

23


https://www.facebook.com/CombatantsforPeace/photos/a.1042899489176277/1042909819175244
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php%3Ffbid%3D10154389334516711%26set%3Da.10152207538496711%26type%3D3

On September 14, 2017, Alhadar participated in the “Joint Hope" conference in Kalanswa as
representative of ‘Combatants for peace™

Rami Ben-Ari
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Between the years 2014-2018 (at the very least), Alhadar served as coordinator / co-leader of the
Palestinian groups from the Palestinian side®® - one of the senior positions in the organization,
where amongst other things he recruited new activists for “Combatants for peace”

avner wishnitzer 15:11 151072014
nxapa nove: cfp-all-groups
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Avner Wishnitzer, PhD

Kreitman Post-Doctoral Fellow

26 File:Update on the issue of the regional groups 15.10.2014 (Raed the Palestinian Coordinator parallel to Avner Vishnitzer
fraom the Israeli side).



— Al-Hadar in charge of coordinating
between the extreme left and PA officials

On May 28, 2014, "Combatants for peace” met with Abu Mazen in Ramallah.?” In the meeting
summary written by Uri Ben Asa, he proposes that Palestinian activists with the help of their
contacts, need to “take action and send out an official paper from the Palestinian Authority
stating that our activities are not ‘normalization’ and that the PA encourages their actions.”
Ben Asa noted that it was worthwhile to do this through Raad who was present at the
meeting, but did not appear on the list of participants as a ‘Combatant for Peace’ activist.
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ben...@gmail.com

27 File:RE_ Report from meeting with Abu Mazen - Google Groups




Indeed, the correspondence reveals that four months later, Raad Alhadar was responsible for
coordinating meetings?® between "“Combatants for Peace” activists and Palestinian Preventive
Security Ziad Habari,and Muhammad al Madani - the head of the Israeli-Palestinian Interaction
Committee. These meetings were held on September 15", 2014, and in the summaries of the
meetings written by Uri Ben Asa, Raad Alhadar is defined as "an new / veteran member who
is now in charge of the Palestinian groups, and brings a positive attitude to the movement”.

In addition, Alhadar was responsible for Palestinians entry into Israel on behalf of the
organization. He collaborated with the Israelis in the organization, namely Neta Hazan (an
active veteran of the "‘Combatants for Peace”), all this while serving as an officer in the
Palestinian Preventive Security.

In March 2015, it was noted that Alhadar, together with Neta Hazan, were responsible for
approving the lists of names of Palestinians entering the Memorial Day ceremony in Israel.

From: cfp-all...@googlegroups.com [mailto:cfp...@googlegroups.com] On Behalf Of
maya katz

Sent: Sunday, February 22, 2015 12:47 PM
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t...@googlegroups.com
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28 File: Re_ Reporting - Very Important Meeting in the PA - September 16th, 2014 - See screenshat at the beggining of the
chapter.

29 File:Re_ Invitation to the ceremony for Palestinian guests (which do not come directly through members of the movement
- joint work of Neta and Raed
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It should be noted that from the conclusion of the United Nations ‘Combatants for Peace’
steering committee's meeting from December 2014 it is also indicated that the
Palestinian side of the organization sought to pay Raad Alhadar for his important work in
the organization, in contrast to most of the activists®* who are volunteers.

Payment and recompense

There was an agreement about the payment for professional services. If somebody delivers
professional service as translation or tour guiding he will be paid, there should be a preference for
members of CfP. But we should take care that there should be a pool of people.

There are basically two approaches to payment in the movement:

1. Everybody is a volunteer, only general coordinators and managers are paid

2. Everybody who works more than can be expected from a volunteer should be paid

Somehow reality and the written agreements of the last document are not matching. Payment for
general coordinators was accepted informally, but was never formally decided.

There are requests from the Palestinian side to pay Raed for his work as he is doing a very important
job. It's not more than 3 people / positions who are in discussion to be paid. Additionally there is the
request to pay those who are speaking a lot in inhouse meetings like Jamil al-Qassas.

Although there should be symmetry in positions and payment, we need to be flexible at some point,
not mixing up symmetry and equality. Especially for the position of the group tutors might be quite
different on the Palestinian and the Israeli side. The position has been paid in the past. Important:
only actual work should be paid. It's not enough to have a position; the holder of the position should
work according to the position.

The decision about payment was transferred to a bi-national meeting, preferably general
coordinators, manager and two not paid members. There is a preference for payment according to
position, not according to hours. The flexibility regarding symmetry and equality should be taken into
account.

Remark: another position with payment is the media person. The Palestinian side did not manage to
find a media person who could serve the Palestinian and the Israeli side. According to the decision
that was taken in Murad, there will be two media persons. Nothing was decided regarding the future

procedure.,

To Do: Decision about payment has to be taken in a bi-national forum

30 File:summary minuetes one national management meeting 09 12 2014



— A Palestinian “Shin Bet" officer represents —
‘Combatants for Peace’ internationally

On January 2015, Rahad Alhadar and an activist named Ben from “Combatants for Peace”
stayed together in Germany on behalf of the movement and ‘became close friends’.*’
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On October 2015, Combatants for Peace won an award from the Fellowship of Reconciliation.
Raad Alhadar served as the Palestinian representative for "Combatants for Peace” at the
awards ceremony at the organization’s annual conference in New York.*

On March 2017,Raad Alhadar participated in a trip to the Netherlands on behalf of ‘Combatants
for Peace’ together with Neta Hazan, Jamil al-Cassos and Asaf Jacobowitz.®

31 File:Re_ An important evening in Berlin 24.1.2015

32 File:Fwd_ a travel to the United States 5-8.11 — A quick decision on an Israeli representative is required 18.10.2015
33 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1719210684761016
https.//afcfp.org/about-us/frequently-asked-questions/

https:.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvzD1VV LvU
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During the "Combatants for Peace” trip, Alhadar took advantage of the trip to the Netherlands
to conduct meetings with Palestinian officials. There he met with Palestinian ambassadors
and with the official Palestinian representative in the Netherlands®*

34 https://www.facebook.com/raed.alhadar/posts/101551987929080659



https://www.facebook.com/raed.alhadar/posts/10155198792908069

— Actions against the Security Fence —
on July 15t 2016

On July 5, 2016, Issa Abu Aram,*® a senior Palestinian Preventive Security officer (with a rank
comparable to the rank of a General in the IDF) sent a letter classified as “highly confidential” to
the Preventive Security Director - General Ziad Habarriah. In the letter, Abu Aram reported that
‘Combatants for Peace’ protest will be held with the participation of about 1,000 Palestinians
and Israelis against the separation fence, on July 15, 2016.

According to the report, Abu Aram coordinated the actions with the activist Raad Alhadar
and with Neta Hazan, a "Combatance for peace” activist, who is in "continous” contact with

him. Abu Aram wanted to update the Preventive Security personnel in Bethlehem about the
expected activities, and instructed “to give them everything necessary for the success of their

efforts.”

Liwa 'lssa Abu Aram, author of the document General Ziad Hab-Elriah, the director of Preventive Security

35 https://www.facebook.com/issa.abueram
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A photo of the letter:




A translation of the letter - translated by a certified lawyer:
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As was stated in the classified letter®, Abu Aram asked that the Bethlehem Preventive
Security personnel provide all the assistance needed for the success of Combatants for
Peace's activity. The organization indeed held a march on the date specified in the letter
marking the tenth anniversary of their activity: Hundreds of Palestinians and Israelis opposing
the security barrier south of Jerusalem participated in this march. Neta Hazan and Ra'ad Al-
Jadar from the PA Security organized and coordinated the march, as detailed in the letter, the
two even delivered speeches at the event. In the speech Hazan stated that “it is my duty to
stand beside my Palestinian sisters and brothers, for their battle is our battle".

Combatants for Peace ,’\
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Raed Alhadar, one of the Palestinian founders of
CfP: "Ten years ago, a group of courageous men
decided to take responsibility for their fate. We
released all the love and humanity within us, to show
the dream and hope. We still believe that life can not
be only injustice, hatred and despair. We have the
determination, desire and belief to say that we
refuse to be victims. We refuse to give up! There is
another way in which we will light a candle of hope
on both sides of the conflict”
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Raad Alhadar seen in the center of the photo®

36 https://cfpeace.org/events/%D7%A6%LD7%A2

37 https://youtu.be/VbgA-m8zAZs  http://maki.org.il/%D7%38%D7%35%D7
https://www.facebook.com/c4peace/photos/a.271493002961200/919482434828917/?type=1&theater

38 _https://www.facebook.com/pg/cforpeace/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1121890574500568
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http://maki.org.il/%D7%99%D7%95%D7%AA%D7%A8-%D7%9E-600-%D7%9E%D7%A4%D7%92%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%AA%D7%AA%D7%A4%D7%95-%D7%91%D7%A6%D7%A2%D7%93%D7%AA-%D7%94%D7%97%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%A9-%D7%94%D7%99%D7%A9/
https://www.facebook.com/c4peace/photos/a.271493002961200/919482434828917/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/pg/cforpeace/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1121890574500568

Supporting violence and breaking the law

On July 3rd 2014, a striking exchange was recorded *¥a short while after the three boys were
kidnapped in Gush Etzion: A member of the organization, Michael Alexander*’, was quoted
telling Palestinians in a meeting held by the movement “I'm not meant to say this because
I'm from Combatants for Peace’ but | think that the Israelis will leave here if you start a third
intifada”

A Conference was held for Combatants for peace in Cyprus between July 22" and July 26,
2017. This conference was chaired by Professor Paula Green and professor Stahlin Vinthag.
Its purpose was to lead campaigns for a nonviolent struggle and it discussed “the likelihood of
changing public opinion in Israel and if (what else) - throwing stones is considered violence".

Israeli and Palestinian activists took part in this conference, many of them are members of
'‘Combatants for Peace'. Professor Stahlin gave a lecture about ‘The characteristics of non-
violence" and Professor Green lead a ‘Agree- Don't agree” simulation regarding NV and CFP,
regarding amongst other things, “the likelihood of changing public opinion in Israel and if
(what else) - throwing stones is considered violence"’

On top of all that, in the conference summary it was stated that members of the organization
learned about three steps crucial in enabling a campaign to succeed. The peak of this
‘campaign’, the summery stated, was advancing the campaign towards illegal activity.

The stages of the campaign are: 1 - Publicity. Make people aware of what is happening
(information, seminars, meetings and debates). 2 - legal activity that deals with the issue. 3 -
moving towards illegal activities such as encouraging refusals to carry out orders.

An example of this kind of activity was documented when Michal,a member of the organization,
was filmed by undercover agents from Ad Kan while telling the story of how she transported
illegal Palestinian immigrants from Nablus to Tel Aviv, in complete defiance of Israeli law*%.

39 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0Y-cq8p3Dg

40 An article with Michael Alexander on social television
https://tv.social.org.il/environment/2012/11/11/concrete-ground-gan-meir

41 File:summary of workshop in Cyprus NV-trainingCyprus2017
42 https//www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SvnxzTYwFO
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https://tv.social.org.il/environment/2012/11/11/concrete-ground-gan-meir
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SvnxzTYwF0
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lllegal activity of this sort was conducted on July 6th, 2019 when a group of Combatants for
Peace activists breeched a barrier “3that the Israeli authorities had stationed at the entrance
to the ‘Lebanon restaurant” in the town of Marda on route 5. The barrier was stationed there
to prevent people from merging dangerously on to highway 5 using an illegal passage from
the restaurant to the highway.

“..this is how you achieve solidarity, this is how you create nonviolent resistance” wrote the
organization and claimed that the Israeli authorities placed this barrier as a result of the

"Regavim” movement's activity.

43 https://www.facebook.com/cforpeace/posts/2383828338306729



https://www.facebook.com/cforpeace/posts/2383828838306729

— International activity and ties to
foreign diplomats

Alongside maintaining connections with the Palestinian Authority, Combatants for Peace
maintain close ties to foreign diplomats, holding meetings with them and giving them tours.
In the strategic plan for 2019 this issue appears to be one of the organizations main objectives,
alongside its field work®.

A 3. Field work will be accompanied by media, international and judicial efforts on our part.
We will make sure to synchronize the different aspects of our work so that every aspect will
be complemented by the other components and together we will achieve the full potential
of our movement. Many of these aspects, and the coordination between them have already
been used during our activity in 2018 for example in Han El Achmar and in the Bika'a. As we
have stated, we want to improve this coordination. And so, every field activity will include
these aspects:

» The activity itself

» Media coverage

» Working with diplomats and politicians (live updates, providing help when necessary)
» Working with our friends overseas

» Working with attorneys (if necessary)

One of the major projects that included foreign diplomats was in Nachale which is located
South of Bethlehem: The project led tours of the area for foreign diplomats and members
of the EU. Combatants for Peace, led by Halel Bardeen, orchestrated this project with the
governor of Bethlehem, the Popular Resistance Committees and PA officials.

As part of these efforts, various tours and conferences were attended by EU members and
diplomats from different countries.

As part of these efforts, when Israeli authorities removed illegal electricity poles, an activist by
the name of Baruchi passed on the information to Belgian organizations.Baruchi convinced
them to apply pressure on Israel, resulting in a harsh condemnation by the Belgian foreign
minister®.

44 Work plan in light of the 2019 movement's strategy

45 File:Fwd_ Report on the Diplomats Tour today, and 'Nahala' Camp 25.6.2014
File: Updates and Meeting regarding the EU Conference and the Governor of Bethlehem Related E2 in Dehisha - 29.5

46 File:web farewell from Bruchiand an opportunity to say thank you
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On May 5th 2017, Combatants for Peace approached the German president who was visiting
Israel and asked to meet him in order to express their views against the occupation®’.

elaull Jai o pglilis
m7w?7o0'nm?
Combatants for Peace

Only by joining forces
will we be able to end

the cycle of violence

Jerusalem, 05.05.2017

To his Excellency, the President of the Federal Republic of Germany,
Mr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier

Dear Excellency,

We are writing you on behalf of our organization Combatants for Peace. We are a bi-national
Israeli-Palestinian movement nominated for the 2017 nobel peace prize. Qur movement was
founded and is runned by ex-combatants from both sides who work in Israel and in the Palestinian
territories for the past 11 years to promote peace and freedom for both people and to end the
occupation.

In the past week, the State of Israel has celebrated the 69+ year of its Independence. At the same
time, the Palestinian people have been occupied by the Israeli state for 50 years. And in the same
week, we at Combatants for Peace organized the Israeli-Palestinian memorial day ceremony,
remembering our loved ones on both sides, who lost their lives as an outcome of this conflict. You
surely understand, it is a very emotional time for all of us.

Unfortunately, the Israeli Ministry of Defence has refused to allow 225 Palestinians to join our
memorial ceremony in Tel Aviv. We managed to hold the ceremony anyway, and were connected
to each other by video conference. 4500 people came fo the event in Tel Aviv and Beit Jalah. more
than 15 000 people watched the ceremony online. During the event we have been attacked
massively by Israeli right-wing activists, no Israeli government official has condemned the attacks.
Our event, aimed as a signal of hope for Israelis and Palestinians, has become a main topic in the
Israeli public discourse in the past week.

We, Israeli and Palestinian peace activists of Combatants for Peace, greatly appreciate your visit
to the Holy Land. Your visit comes at a critical time, a time, when government-led and right-wing
organizations’ campaigns try to silence civil society organizations and trying to pressure foreign
governments to cut ties with organizations that criticize Israeli government policies.

We know that You personally share our mission of a just peace between Israelis and Palestinians.
We know, that You personally and the Federal Republic of Germany are deeply committed
partners for the Israeli and Palestinian people alike and that you support our aim, ending the Israel
occupation of the Palestinian people and a true, equal coexistence of the two peoples based on
the values of humanity.

Our movement is working hard to make this vision come true. Founded by former Israeli soldiers
and Palestinian Fighters, today, Combatants for Peace is a large movement of peace loving
activists who want to challenge the status quo, to counter the one-sided narratives on both sides
and promote an end of violence, which is dominating the daily life of millions of people in this
region. Qur community is a proof, that there is indeed another way.

Dear esteemed Mr. President, we would like to invite you to listen to our stories. As former
fighters, all of us went through a transformation — from former enemies to partners for peace. We
would highly appreciate a meeting with you, either here in Israel and Palestine, or in Germany.

With our highest esteem,
on behalf of all Combatants for Peace,

e o J

Uri Ben Assa, Israeli CEO Sulaiman Khatib, Palestinian CEO

Contact: office@cfpeace.org

47 File: brief_steinmeier Request for a Meeting with the German President Visiting Israel 5.5.17
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On October 2nd 2018, prior to Angela Merkel's visit to Israel, members of Combatants for Peace
issued a letter to the German Chancellor “8calling on her to meet members of the organization
and to oppose the upcoming destruction of an illegal Bedouin outpost Chan El Achmar.

To

Her Excedency Dr. Angela Markal

Chancellor of the Fedaral Republlic of Garmany
Bundezkanzlerami

Willy-Brandt-StraBe 1

DE-10557 Barlin, Garmany

Tenuzalem, 02 October 2018

Dear Mrs. Chancellor, D, Angela Merkel,
dear Mr. Heiko haas,

we wamhy weloome You to Jernsabam! We, Israslis and Palestimians, all former fighters in the
endless wars pur region has gome through, wouald liks to 2ddress vou with argency regarding the
village of Ehan Al Abmer. We call upos You to also listen to ns, 2 vivid ol sodety of [zaelis
and Palestirdams, who woek for equality and justice for our both peoples oa the zromd.

TWhile Yoa, konorabls Chancellor, will be diming with Isrzeli Premier Bewjamin ™etamaha md
comenlt within the Tarasli Ensszet, Yon should know that 2t the same time, there are e living
in comstant faar of losing their honses. In the pept days, a villaze for undreds of B i
Badouime and a school for more then 100 srudentz, will be demolished and the people forcefilly
evicted - just half an bour froem fensalem

Ehan &l Ahmar ha: become 2 symbol of hope i the o, non-violent resistance zzainst (el
settlement paliciss. We, members of Combatants for Peace, together with marmy internationals, and
ottyer Istzeli and Palsstingan civil society orgamzations, have been present in Fhan Al Ahmar =ince
wegks, around the clock, fo protect the village from demolition.

It i= even more than “jost™ demalishing the bomes of dozens of families - it crestes another hard
fact on the sround, and the [zraeli :ettlement policy, llezal by infernational law, would maove a
hig step forward, if the demolition takes place. The cooupied temitories would be basically split in
twa parts, if the village gets demolished and the ing etflements get extended

TWith appreciation, we bave followed the statement of the European Union to munediataly stop the
demalition order for Ehan Al Ahmaar, but we are in times, where lose statements do not help
ATYMOCE.

We see Garmany &5 an infloential friend of mar Jewish-Israeli society, snd 5 2 friend of par
Palestimian people. Therefore, we call npon the Feders] Republic of Germsny, to convince the
Israseli gorernment to siop the demolition of the villaze of Khan al Abmar. This is in the
imterest of all of us who believe in coexistence and peace for Palestimians and Israelis alike.
History has tanght ns, violence leads to pothing mare than even more desperation, frasiration
and more violence.

TWe imvite You to meet with us and listen to our parsonal stories We have served in the Jaraeli ansny
and we were fighters in the viclent Paléstinian resistance. We all utsderstood that this endless circle
of destruction does not lead o anything. We all went [i'll‘ﬂ'ui]l 2 deap personal transformation
which fomsed the basls fof our mecament “Combatants for Feace” Today, if 1 the largest, jomt
Dsraeli-Palestinian peace movenvend. W'e wark tonards anothar realify in our region every dIy,
whare [arasls and Palestinians |ne sade by sede in pesce and dagmity, with equal nghts for 2l
Clearly, the eccupation is the biggest obstacle in achieving that Please belp 14 to make our dréam
oo trus!

In Mevember, 18 - 13* representatives of Combatarss for Peace will come to Berlin. W would
lowe to get in bouch with You and convince You that there iv another way. A way of hope for

With our highest esteam,
In peace frony Tarasl and Palesime,

Combatants for Peace

Coatact: officeTcfpence org
ww. cfpeace org

48 File:Merkel_Letter_KhanALAHmar 2.10.18, Letter to Merkel to meet and protest about Khan Al Ahmar
49 https://tv.social.org.il/updates/60348
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