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A. Background 

1. The History of the ISM 

The "International Solidarity Movement – ISM" is an anti-Israel organization that was 

established in August 2001 and constitutes a part of the coalition of organizations that manage a 

delegitimization campaign against the State of Israel and negates its right to exist as a Jewish 

state. 

During the Second Intifada, in light of the understanding that the IDF relates more tolerably 

toward international activists and refrains from confrontation with them, the organization was 

established by a nucleus of extreme left-wing activists from the US, who were joined by left-

wing Palestinian activists and a number of left-wing pro-Palestinian activists from Israel. 1 “This 

organization has set itself the target of granting international aid to the Palestinian struggle and 

to exhibit solidarity with it, through the use of nonviolent tactics called “direct action” (a term 

taken from the lexicon of the struggles from the revolutionaries of the extreme left and of the 

Citizen Rights Movement).”2 

During the Second Intifada from 2001-

2005, the group undertook a wide range 

of activities in Judea, Samaria and the 

Gaza Strip, through volunteers that were 

recruited for different periods of time. 

These volunteers not only aided the 

Palestinians in humanitarian matters but 

acted directly against the IDF forces. 

They served as human shields for the 

terror activities, participated in 

demonstrations, and disturbed the IDF 

when destroying homes etc. As a result 

of their involvement in terror activities 

against Israel, two of the organization’s 

activists were killed and others were injured. 

In 2006, ISM activists established the Free Gaza Movement - FGM organization, which, in 

2008, established the flotillas for breaking the Naval Brocade of Gaza from the European shores 

and in addition was a partner with the terror support organization IHH3 on managing and 

organizing the Marmara flotilla in 2010.4 As we can recall, the flotilla led to a violent clash 

between the terrorists that were on the Marmara and IDF soldiers, which ultimately 9 killed 

terrorists  and dozens of wounded among the passengers and the IDF soldiers. 

Paul Larudee one of the ISM founders at the 
Gaza port after the first flotilla arrival in 2008 
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In 2012, Haifa District Court Judge, Oded Gershon, established that he accepts the claim 

pursuant to which the organization detrimentally exploits the use of citizen rights discourse 

and ethics in order to cover up the severity of its deeds, which are manifested in violence 

in practice. 5 

In 2017, the organization’s activities began to fade and there were very few activists in Israel. 

Later, in view of the COVID 19 pandemic and coping with it, there was almost no activity. 

During the past year, the movement has renewed its activity and there is an attempt to recruit 

volunteers from abroad to come to the Judea and Samaria region. 

2. The Organization’s Ideology 

The ISM has an anti-Israel ideology and expects its volunteers to oppose Zionism. It demands 

that Israel recognizes and respects international law to end the apartheid and its control over 

Judea and Samaria. It equates Israel to an apartheid regime, as in the former South Africa.6 The 

organization claims that it is not identified with any particular political party, but is open to any 

group that stands for direct nonviolent actions. 

  The ISM is a partner to the boycott campaign against Israel and, in its activities, perceived itself 

to be ambassadors of the campaign. It works in alliance with neo-Nazis in the US, with groups 

of Arab Iridantes in the US, who constitute a front for terrorists, primarily for the Hamas and 

Iran. The superior target of the organization is to terminate Israel’s sovereignty in every 

possible manner and, through their main action executed by creating and documenting 

scenes and publications throughout the world.7 

 

 

 

Training the activists to promote the boycott campaign in their countries from the organization’s 

internal documents in 2016. 

The organization’s goals are to grant international aid to the Palestinian struggle and 

demonstrate solidarity with it, without judgment vis-à-vis their choice, even if reference is to 

terror attacks. The organization’s policy permits damaging symbols of sovereignty, such as 

the barrier walls and remove the checkpoints that the Army has established, for example on 

entering into Palestinian villages. It should also be noted that, despite that, as aforementioned, 

the organization’s official policy is against violence the activists themselves have a radical 

and violent attitude. 
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3.  The Organization’s Structure 

It operates as a network without any formal organizational hierarchical structure. The movement 

has a nucleus of senior activists, who consolidate policy and direct its supporters' and volunteers’ 

anti-Israel campaign’s activity in Judea and Samaria and globally. The current activity in Israel 

is managed by the core group in which all the volunteers located in Israel (international and 

Palestinians) are members. The volunteers in Israel are divided into teams, with each team being 

responsible for a certain region in Judea and Samaria In addition, there are groups of activists 

throughout the world that constitute a support network for the activity in Israel and serve as an 

address for anyone who wants to volunteer in favor of the Palestinians in his country or in 

activity in Judea and Samaria.8 The movement intentionally maintains a flimsy disorganized 

organizational structure, in order to make following up on the movement’s activity and financing 

difficult.9 The ISM organization, currently comprises activists in Israel and activators dispersed 

throughout the world, who work under 18 “support groups.”10 

B. The ISM’s Activity in Israel and Globally 

The ISM’s activity is divided into both deeds in and outside of Israel. International volunteers, 

as detailed below, arrived in Israel11 and, in the international arena, the organization works and 

undermining the State of Israel’s image using various means. 

1. Sending Volunteers to Israeli Palestinian Conflict Centers 

The organization’s major activity is sending international volunteers to Israeli-

Palestinian conflict centers. The activists participate in and document demonstrations 

throughout Judea and Samaria, inter alia, in Nabi Saleh, 12 Bil’in,,13Khan al-Ahmar,14 Ni’lin,15 

ISM activists hold weapons, photographs that the photographer, Lee Kaplan exposed. 
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Kafr Qaddum,16 Beta and others. Over recent years, the organization has apartments 

intended for the volunteers in Hebron and Nablus. In the past there were also apartments 

in other cities. 

 
The organization’s activists breakthrough a barrier wall. 

The organization's activists served as human shields for the Palestinians, e.g. In Operation 

Defensive Shield and 17Operation Solid Cliff18. In this activity, Rachel Corrie, an American 

citizen was killed by an IDF bulldozer during exposure work near the Gaza Strip-Egyptian 

border.19 In April 2003, Tom Hurndall, a British citizen was shot to death by the IDF forces in 

Rafiah, during a protest.20 Additional ISM activist as that were severely injured during their 

activity – Brian Avery, Tristan Anderson and Emily Nachowitz.21 

A description of the characteristics of the Golani Brigade’s soldiers from the ISM Hebron 

Volunteers Guidebook. 
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Despite the dedicated activity of the organization’s activists in favor of the Palestinians, the 

activists testify to sexual harassment on the part of the Palestinians at a level that each of 

the female volunteers experience sexual harassment on the part of the Palestinians during 

their sojourn in the Palestinian Authority’s areas. Some of the female volunteers have 

testified to rape that they have experienced and some testify to experiencing sexual 

harassment every day during their sojourn and some even left their activity in Israel and 

returned to their countries in view of the sexual harassment that they had experienced. 

One of the volunteers, who experienced a number of sexual harassment episodes on the part of 

Palestinians specified that she felt restricted in her ability to respond to the situation. As a 

feminist, she is used to reacting severely to sexual harassment, but facing the Palestinians she is 

careful of cultural appropriation. 

2. Activity in the International Arena for Undermining Israel’s 

Image 

The ISM’s second plane of activity is linked to operations in the international arena that are 

intended to damage the State of 

Israel in the international arena. 

This activity includes calls to 

boycott Israel and its products. 

Furthermore, there are protests 

against the State of Israel’s 

policies and, particularly a 

demand to remove the naval 

blockade of the Gaza Strip and 

to destroy the barrier wall 

around Judea and Samaria. 

From the left: ISM activists in a 

demonstration against the State 

of Israel in Manchester, Britain. 

From the ISM Facebook page 

The activity exists primarily in the US and Europe and is manifest in demonstrations, activity on 

university campuses, and pro-Palestinian cultural events and in an attempt to persuade the 

political power centers in the various countries. 

The organization guides its volunteers as to what words to use and which words to avoid. Thus, 

instead of using the term “Israeli Arabs” they must use Palestinians with Israeli identity cards; 

Instead of using “security wall” the expressions “annexation wall,” “apartheid wall” etc. must 

be used.22 The organization publishes much support for the BDS, and frequently uses 
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acrid words vis-à-vis Israel, e.g., “apartheid, “ethnic purification,” “fascism” and 

“torture".23 When the activists write reports for the media and communications about 

deeds in the area, they inaccurately report and even conceal some of the truth intentionally 

so that the Israeli side always looks bad. 

3. The Organization’s Secret Policy 

Because of the nature of its undermining actions and the links to violence, as well as the fear of 

Israel’s security forces, the ISM organization maintains confidentiality and secrecy. Volunteers 

are guided to maintain secrecy throughout the period in which they are in contact with the 

organization. Commencing with the recruitment of volunteers overseas stage, through their 

entry into Israel, through the training days that the volunteers undergo in Ramallah, their activity 

in the area and terminating on their leaving Israel 

Because of the fear that their entry into Israel would be prevented if they are identified as 

ISM, activists, the organization guides its activists to arrive in Israel with a cover story. 

Furthermore, it suggests to volunteers to dress at the border as business people and to 

equip themselves with a suitcase so that not to raise the suspicions of the inspectors at the 

border crossing and to avoid bringing objects that are linked to the struggle in Israel.24 

There also guided that, when leaving Israel, to cover up any traces that they were the 

organization’s activists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Checklist“ for an ISM volunteer before returning home 
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4. Fading of the Organization and a Resumption of Activity 

The organization’s strategic conference conducted in Jordan in September 2017, indicates that 

the organization’s general activity was depressed during that period, despite the fact that the 

organization had a certain presence in Israel and stable online activity (Facebook and the 

website). The COVID 19 pandemic, which caused many restrictions on the organization’s 

activity joined this depression that derived from a drastic decrease in the number of activists and 

budgetary problems etc. 

During the past year, after the exit from the COVID 19 crisis, the organization has 

resumed its activity in Israel and, currently there are activists in a number of centers in 

Judea and Samaria. Inter alia, the volunteers participate in violent protests and cooperate 

with local Palestinian organizations. The organization continues to recruit and train additional 

volunteers25 for activity in Israel.26 E.g., the organization’s activists participated in a campaign 

against administrative detentions and participate actively in protests against the administrative 

detentions.27 

 

Neta Golan protests outside the General State Security (Shin Bet) offices in Tel Aviv, April 

2022 
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C. Major Activists in the Movement 

1. The Founder Nucleus 

The five major founders of the organization are Paul Laduree, Neta Golan, Huwaida Arraf, 

Adam Shapiro and Greta Berlin Apart from their functions in the ISM they fill key functions in 

additional anti-Israel organizations that conduct a system of delegitimization against Israel. 

a. Paul Larudee 
Paul Larudee is an extreme left-wing anti-

Israel and pro- Hamas activist. He was born in 

Iran in 1946 to an Iranian father and American 

mother and grew up in the US.28 

Larudee has a radical anti-Israel attitude 

and a Deportation from Israel Order was 

issued against him in view of his activity 

during the Second Intifada. (He was caught in the home of a suicide terrorist and participated 

in a violent protest against Israel).29 An 

official source said that Larudee constitutes a 

danger to the country.30 

He compared the Israeli Government to the 

Nazi Regime31 and believes in a Zionist 

conspiracy to control the power centers in the 

United States.32 Larudee is an active activist 

of the BDS movement.33 He supports the 

attitude pursuant to which Israel intentionally prejudices the civilian population including 

women and children34 and the attitude that believes that the claim that Hamas is a murderous 

organization that damages the Palestinian nation, is a racist and colonialist narrative.35 He seeks 

information about IDF soldiers so that he can request putting IDF soldiers on trial with 

accusations of war crimes36 and expresses support for Iran against the policies of Israel and the 

US37 He expresses an understanding of suicide attacks38 and hints at support for violent 

opposition that would achieve better results for the aspirations of the Palestinian nation.39 In the 

past, he met with the Hamas leader, Ismail Abd Haniyeh and it has also been claimed that he 

aided Hezbollah.40 
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b. Neta Golan (Kamal) 
 Neta Golan is an Israeli peace activist, who is counted 

among the founders of the organization. She was born in Tel 

Aviv in 1972, is a Buddhist,41 married to a Palestinian and 

currently resides in Nablus with her Palestinian husband 

and her three children 

During Operation Defensive Shield, in April 2002, together 

with other ISM activists Neta sojourned in the Mukataa 

with Yasser Arafat, in order to protect him..42 

In December 2008, she came to the Gaza Strip on a flotilla that was intended to break the naval 

blockade of the Strip and was arrested in Israel when she tried to leave the Strip through the Erez 

Crossing.43 

Currently, Neta is occupied with distributing extreme anti-Israeli propaganda and calling for a 

boycott against Israel 44 and the delegitimization and demonization of Israel. Neta also 

participates in demonstrations against administrative detentions and against the closure of the 

Gaza Strip. 

c.  Huwaida Arraf 
 Huwaida Arraf was born in Detroit in 1976 to an 

Israeli father and Palestinian mother. She stood as 

the Democratic Party's Michigan State candidate 

for the US Congress in August 2022, but was not 

elected. 

Huwaida is one of the ISM founders and operated 

as the organization’s spokesperson from July 2001 

until August 2004.45 She is married to Adam 

Shapiro, who is also a major ISM activist. 

In an interview conducted with her regarding the International Solidarity Movement’s activity 

(ISM) Arraf said that armed resistance is the legitimate right of the Palestinians.46 She 

supports a boycott of Israel 
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In 2006, together with other senior ISM activists, she established the Free Gaza Movement 

(FGM), which organizes 

flotilla’s to the Gothic Strip in 

cooperation with ISM and in 

directing Hamas in order to 

break the naval blockade of 

Gaza and participated in 

flotilla years including the 

Marmara flotilla. 47 

  Huwaida Arraf and Paul 

Larudee (from the left) on the first flotilla to Gaza, 2008 

d. Adam Shapiro 
Shapiro was born to a Jewish family in 1972 in Brooklyn. He is 

Huwaida Arraf’s husband and they are both among the ISM 

founders. 

He participated in violent activity in Judea and Samaria48 and 

participated in stablishing the flotilla campaign. In view of 

violent activity in Israel he was arrested and deported. In 

January 2009, the Israeli Ministry of the Interior issued a 

Deportation Order for 10 years in view of him being a security 

threat and, therefore, he was refused entry into Israel in 2013.49 

He supports activity of removing the checkpoints, embargo, refusing to obey curfew 

instructions, blocking roads, refusing to present identity documents and even to burn them50 

e. Greta Berlin 
Born in 1941, Greta Berlin is an American, who serves as the 

ISM Management Committee’s Secretary and is the founder and 

spokesperson of the Free Gaza Movement (FGM) organization 

that participated in organizing a number of flotillas to the Gaza 

Strip and in directing Hamas.51 She, herself, was also a partner 

in managing the Marmara flotilla. 

She distributes anti-Semitic conspiracy theories that the Mossad 

was responsible for the attack on the Charlie Hebdo Magazine 

Offices in Paris52 and that the Zionists activated the 

concentration camps during the Holocaust.53 
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2. Additional Activists 

a. Abed El-Karim Dalbah 
Abed El-Karim Dalbah is a 63-year-old Palestinian, residing in 

Tulkarm.54  Dalbah has been in the organization for more than 20 

years and serves as the Palestinian coordinator of ISM.54F

55 

In the past, he was active in the “Popular Frontal Liberation of 

Palestine” organization and was imprisoned in an Israeli prison 

for six years56 ו and, from 1990 – 2010 he was prohibited from 

leaving the Judea and Samaria regions.56F

57 

Dalbah encourages the campaign against the legitimacy of the State of Israel and the BDS 

campaign. 

 

b. Issam Anchoni (Andoni) 
A Christian Arab, a professor of physics at the Bir Zeit University. 

One of the managers and founders of the Palestinian Center for 

Rapprochement between Peoples organization aimed at bridging 

between the Palestinians and activists from various countries.58 

Anchoni also established the International Middle East Media 

Center, the Palestinian communications entity that works with 

international journalists in distributing information about 

occurrences in Israel.59 

When he was a student, he traveled to the Lebanon in the course and when he returned to Israel 

he was arrested and imprisoned for membership in the Palestinian Liberation organization – 

PLO. During the First Intifada, he was one of the leaders of the Hamas rebellion at Bayt Sahur60, 

which led to an additional detention.61 

D. ISM’s Deeds of Cooperation 

In the framework of the organization’s activity in Israel, the organization’s activists work in 

cooperation with a network of Palestinian, Israeli, international organizations and even terror 

organizations that also operate against Israel. 
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1. Terror Organizations 

The ISM organization cooperated and assisted the terror organizations Hamas, the 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine and the Islamic jihad. Its activists hid 

terrorists62 and provided aid to the Hamas personnel. 63 

From the FBI investigation documents, ISM activists admitted that they are linked to terror 

organizations64 

2. Cooperation with International and Palestinian Organizations 

The organization cooperates with various international organizations that operate in Judea and 

Samaria, for example CPT and EAPPI, two international organizations that also operate in this 

region with an anti-Israel agenda, which includes support for the boycott of Israel, justifying 

terror and support for the right of return. 65 66 

The organization’s activists also cooperated with the Youth Against Settlements 

organization (YAS) in the framework of the organization’s activity in Hebron and South 

Mount Hebron. YAS is a Palestinian organization based in Hebron and is active against Jewish 

settlement in the region.67 

3. Cooperation with BDS Organizations 

ISM is ideologically identified with the BDS movement and cooperates with it in promoting an 

embargo against the State of Israel. An internal transmission of the organization indicates 

that one of ISM’s major targets is to cause an international boycott of Israel. Reviews 

regarding BDS events and activists are available on the organization’s website.68 

Thus, for example, the ISM support group in Italy has called for a boycott of any movie that 

received financing from the Rabinowitz Foundation for Art, which is supported by the Ministry 

of Culture69 and, the organization was a partner in the campaign for boycotting the Eurovision 

competition in Tel Aviv in 2019.70 
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4. Cooperation with Israeli Organizations 

The ISM organization cooperated with extreme left-wing organizations in Israel: “Breaking the 

Silence,”71 “Ta’ayush,” “Anarchists against the Wall,”72 “Rabbis for Human Rights,” the Israeli 

Committee against House Demolitions,” “Peace Now” and “Gush Shalom.”73 

Jonathan Pollack 

(sitting from the left) 

and ISM activists, 

disturbed IDF 

operations. 

From the ISM 

Facebook page. 

 

 

The organization’s guidebook specifies that, in the event of volunteers being arrested, 

Yesh Din can be approached and they will send an Attorney free of charge who will 

accompany them at the police station. The telephone number of the Yesh Din Attorneys 

are distributed to the ISM activists for use in the event of detention. 

The organization’s instruction to approach Breaking the Silence in order to receive information 

about the military forces, from the 2017 conference conclusion 

5. Cooperation with the Palestinian Authority 

Internal information about the organization’s volunteers indicates that the Palestinian Authority 

pays each volunteer who is injured during his activity. For example, if he was injured when 

participating in the Palestinian protests or riots. 
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6. Cooperation With the UNO 

The organization gets invitations to meetings with UNO representatives in Israel together with 

other organizations. Following is a screenshot of mail that Jenny, a volunteer in ISM, sent to 

Mera Thompson, the education coordinator in UNICEF (a UNO organization). In the mail, Jenny 

reports that IDF soldiers fired tear gas directly at schoolchildren and a clinic and asks Mera how 

to concentrate the information on the IDF attacks. The activists and organization’s management 

are also found in the distribution lists of the UN agencies that operate in the Palestinian Authority 

areas and they are invited to be in contact and participate in periodic meetings that the UN 

initiates in order to coordinate activity in the Palestinian arena.   
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E. Financing 

The ISM organization declares that it does not get any state financing from the 

Palestinian Authority or a Palestinian political party. The organization’s finances are 

raised from private citizens throughout the world, primarily from the US and Europe and 

the donations are transferred through the ISM and the volunteers pay the expenses for 

involvement their actions, themselves.74 

The organization’s website indicates that the donations are managed by ISM North 

California, which is a branch of AIPAC - Association for Investment in Popular Action 

Committees.75 This is a registered Association that serves as Paul Larudee's umbrella 

organization for financing anti-Israel and anti-West projects and organizations. 76 

The AIPAC President is Kamal Obeid, an active engineer in the South Alameda Peace 

and Justice Coalition organization,   77that supported boycotting the Antidefamation 

League, a Jewish organization that fights against anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism,78 and 

who has signed the declaration for a boycott against Israel that also supports destroying 

Israeli products..79 Obeid is originally from Beirut and his mother is a Palestinian.80 

 
 

Kamal Obeid is Larudee’s partner in managing AIPAC 81 

 

As a part of distributing anti-West propaganda, the Association grants a prize to 

journalists who distribute such information. Thus, for example, a journalist, who 

claimed that the reports on the Assad government’s chemical attack in Khan Sheikhun 

in 2017, in the wake of which the US attacked Syria, are false and that the bodies had 

been placed by hostile extremists, received a price.82 
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Pursuant to the financial statements, Paul’s company, Association for Investment in 

Popular Action Committees is founded on donations. Between 2015 and 2021, the 

Association’s total revenues were $1.42 million, the significant majority of which in the 

last two years 

In the past, all donations to the ISM were sent to the movement’s branch in Sweden and 

from there the money was sent to the Palestinian Authority’s bank account for the 

organization’s activity in Israel. On February 3, 2019, it was published on the ISM 

Sweden Facebook page that the Swedish bank had closed ISM Sweden’s account and, 

therefore, future donations should be sent through the ISM, website, i.e. through ISM 

North California.83 

An ISM meeting in Jordan in 2017, indicates that the organization has a budgetary 

problem and meager budget of a thousand dollars per month. 700 dollars from the 

donations throughout the world and 300 dollars from the branch in North California The 

organization needs another $1,500 in order to continue keeping the two apartments in 

which the volunteers reside and for regular expenses. The activists’ conference also 

indicates that the organization has a list of potential donors, which receive updates via 

email and regular mail and requests for a donation for the organization’s activity and, 

thus, the organization raises donations.. 

However, it seems that the organization receives one-time grants. The NGO 

Monitor website indicates that during 2006-2007 55,856 dollars were transferred to the 

ISM through the A.J Institute. Muste, provides “financial sponsorship” for the 

movement. The Middle East Children’s Alliance (MECA) also provides financial 

sponsorship for ISM US.84 The IRNA website indicates that, in 2003, financing arrived 

from the. Mennonite Church and the American Association for the Services of the 

Friends85 During 2009-2010 the organization received grants from The Cultures of 

Resistance Network for the benefit of the organization’s activity.86 
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